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becoming national, and its object would change as the national
ambition changed. At present that ambition was, at its best,
for a prosperous people within the sea-girt isle, at its worst, for
the increase of wealth and power to the class that for the moment
held the reins of government. But when the national ambition
changed, as the world awoke to fresh horizon* in the dawning
sixteenth century, the policy required but littl, adapting for the
new aim of a world-wide empire and a place in the sun'.

CALAIS TOWN AND HARBOUR

The Alien Merchant. During the thirteenth century most
of the foreign trade of England was in the hands of aliens, whom
the English merchant welcomed so long as they made no attempt
to deal retail and were kept in a position entirely subordinate
to the Englishman. We have seen how the alien tned to protect
himself by making special bargains with the king,1 and how in
the case of great organizations like the Hanseatic League he
succeeded. But with a parliament in which burgesses formed
an influential part the monarch was forced often to consider
their interests as well as his own revenue. England embarked
on a policy, not merely of ousting the alien from her own markets,

1 See p. 84